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Groups underrepresented in graduate 
education. The following ethnic and ra-
cial groups are considered underrep-
resented in graduate education: Black 
(non-Hispanic), Hispanic, American In-
dian, Alaskan Native (as defined in sec-
tion 7306 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965, as 
amended (ESEA)), Native Hawaiians 
(as defined in section 7207 of the 
ESEA), and Native American Pacific 
Islanders (as defined in section 320 of 
the HEA). 

HEA means the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, as amended. 

Institution of higher education means 
an educational institution as defined in 
sections 101 and 102 of the HEA. 

Low-income individual means an indi-
vidual whose family’s taxable income 
did not exceed 150 percent of the pov-
erty level in the calendar year pre-
ceding the year in which the individual 
participates in the project. Poverty 
level income is determined by using 
criteria of poverty established by the 
Bureau of the Census of the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce. 

Research or scholarly activity means 
an educational activity that is more 
rigorous than is typically available to 
undergraduates in a classroom setting, 
that is definitive in its start and end 
dates, contains appropriate bench-
marks for completion of various com-
ponents, and is conducted under the 
guidance of an appropriate faculty 
member with experience in the rel-
evant discipline. 

Target population means the universe 
from which McNair participants will be 
selected. The universe may be ex-
pressed in terms of geography, type of 
institution, academic discipline, type 
of disadvantage, type of underrepresen-
tation, or any other qualifying 
descriptor that would enable an appli-
cant to more precisely identify the 
kinds of eligible project participants 
they wish to serve. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11, 1070a–15, and 
1141) 

[59 FR 43989, Aug. 25, 1994, as amended at 75 
FR 65794, Oct. 26, 2010] 

Subpart B—How Does One Apply 
for an Award? 

§ 647.10 How many applications may 
an eligible applicant submit? 

(a) An applicant may submit more 
than one application for McNair grants 
as long as each application describes a 
project that serves a different campus 
or a designated different population. 

(b) For each grant competition, the 
Secretary designates, in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER notice inviting applications 
and the other published application 
materials for the competition, the dif-
ferent populations for which an eligible 
entity may submit a separate applica-
tion. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–15; 20 U.S.C. 
1221e–3)) 

[75 FR 65795, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 647.11 What assurances must an ap-
plicant submit? 

An applicant must submit as part of 
its application, assurances that— 

(a) Each participant enrolled in the 
project will be enrolled in a degree pro-
gram at an institution of higher edu-
cation that participates in one or more 
of the student financial assistance pro-
grams authorized under Title IV of the 
HEA; 

(b) Each participant given a summer 
research internship will have com-
pleted his or her sophomore year of 
study; and 

(c)(1) At least two thirds of the stu-
dents to be served will be low-income 
individuals who are first-generation 
college students; and 

(2) The remaining students to be 
served will be members of groups 
underrepresented in graduate edu-
cation. 

(d) A student will not be served by 
more than one McNair project at any 
one time and that the McNair project 
will collaborate with other McNair and 
SSS projects and other State and insti-
tutional programs at the grantee-insti-
tution, including those supporting un-
dergraduate research, so that more stu-
dents can be served. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–15) 

[59 FR 43989, Aug. 25, 1994. Redesignated and 
amended at 75 FR 65795, Oct. 26, 2010] 
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